
	
Brian	Cuthie	
5364	Tarkington	Pl	
Columbia,	MD	21044	

	
Federal	Communications	Commission	
445	12th	Street,	SW	
Washington,	DC	20554	
	
April	28,	2017	
	
Re:	Docket	17-108	
	
Dear	FCC:	
	
I	am	staunchly	opposed	to	the	removal	of	formal	"net	neutrality"	restrictions	on	internet	service	
providers.	A	free	and	open	internet	is	one	protected	by	neutrality	rules	that	make	it	a	level	playing	field	
for	all	comers.	
	
I'm	puzzled	by	the	commissions	desire	to	reclassify	ISPs	as	"information	service	providers".	The	primary	
business	of	ISPs	is	data	communications,	not	information	services.	ISP’s	service	offerings	should	
compete	head-to-head	with	those	of	their	competitors	and	not	gain	unfair	market	advantage	by	
controlling	access	to	the	internet.	
	
The	need	for	effective	regulation	is	driven	by	the	fact	that	there	is	virtually	no	real	competition	for	
internet	access	in	most	of	the	US.	I	cannot	choose	to	avoid	a	badly-behaved	ISP	any	more	than	I	can	
avoid	using	the	road	that	connects	my	driveway	to	the	nearest	grocery	store.	Internet	access	is	a	utility	
increasingly	required	to	interact	with	most	business	and	even	my	local	government.	Using	the	internet	is	
not,	contrary	to	what	Rep.	Sensenbrenner	(Wis.)	ridiculously	claims,	optional.		
	
Yet,	ISPs	operate	as	near	monopolies.	Without	effective	regulation,	they	will	crowd	out	competitive	
services	with	their	own	offerings	by	either	denying	others	equal	access,	or	by	making	such	access	
economically	challenging	to	all	but	the	largest	of	entities.	History	is	replete	with	instances	of	ISPs	
blocking	or	throttling	services	that	compete	with	their	own.	The	effect	of	this	proposed	rulemaking	will	
be	to	make	fewer	services	available	at	greater	cost,	and	to	put	the	US	at	a	clear	competitive	
disadvantage	in	the	global	marketplace.	
	
I	urge	you	to	abort	this	ill-considered	rule	change.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
Brian	Cuthie	


